PALACE FIELDS RESIDENTS ASSOCIATION
(Tenants, please pass on these minutes to your Landlord and also, why not read these minutes on the Palace Fields website at www.palacefields.com
Residents Meeting No. 54. Held on 7th May 2014.
at Ard Ri House Hotel, Milltown Road, Tuam at 8pm.
1. PRESENT. (a)
William Martin No. 91.
Deirdre McCarthy. No12.
Michael Goss.No.48.

Karen Kennedy. No.150.


Bernie Kelly No. 242.




Mary Fahy No. 275.
Ronan O' Ceallaigh No. 144.


 7 Persons present.







Thanks to all who attended.

(b)


Apologies from

Bridget Flaherty No. 40.
Stephen Mcdonnell No.239.
Kitty O Conner No.2.
Marian Walsh No. 5.
John Fleming. No.77.
Marian Costello No. 179.
Geraldine Rigney No. 238.
J.J. Burke. No. 245.
Denise Burke No 245.
(c) It would be appreciated if an hour be set a side on the second Saturday of each month between 10 and 11am to clear up litter from the estate.

(a) Wednesday 4th June 2014 in the Ard Ri House Hotel Milltown Road, Tuam. at 8pm. 
4. ACCEPTANCE OF PREVIOUS MEETINGS MINUTES.
(a) The bin straps brought to the last meeting were not prominently minuted in the last minutes. This item will be displayed on the Associations website.
5.TREASURERS REPORT.
(a) The balance in the main account as of 07.05.14 is 10,450.29 Euro this balance included all expenditure to date. The balance of the social account is 389.46 Euro. 

(b) WM reported that 390.00 Euro had been collected in April last month.

(c) The outgoings for April last month was 67.00.00 Euro to Tuam Office Supplies.

(d) Generally the collection of contributions had gone well in the 2013/14 year with 12,890.00 Euro being collected to date. 890.00 Euro over our target. 13,000.00 will be the target for year 2014/15. MG pointed out that this total may increase with  further payments likely to be received in the next week or so.

(e) WM produced a schedule detailing the monies received from each route or area. This was handed round the meeting. It was agreed that this was useful and should be placed on the website. WM and MG handed over their 60.00 Euro contributions for the 2014/15 financial year.

(f) MG stated that the 2014/15 financial year started on the first of this month. (Our fourth financial year) and asked residents to assist as far possible, in the collection of the contributions.

(g) R O C and WM both stated that there are still problems with the credit union account identifyng payments made electronically. The information relating to house numbers can't be translated. WM said that the union was changing over to a bank status at some point in the future. Some discussion on this took place. MG agreed to write to the Unions manager on the subject because if many people started paying this way, it would become a major problem.

(h) The conclusion on the debate over printing was as follows:-

1. MG stated that Tuam Office Supplies who currently supply our printed minutes had already dropped their price to 57.00 Euro for the monthly 300 copies.

2. JF who had approached Jaycee Printer his firms suppliers. They quoted 40.00 Euro for 300.00 copies. This was considered too incovenient

3. WM reported that no further information had been collected relating to the purchasing of a new printer.

4. BM suggested that we ask Strategic Printers in Tuam to price the printing. No information received.

5. It was agreed that the Tuam Office Supplies reduced price of 57.00 Euro be approved until the next AGM.

(i) R O' C reported that to avail of any grants the Association needs to join the Galway Co. Co. who distribute grants. The yearly subscription is 25.00 Euro. This was approved.

6. MATTERS ARISING.

(a) It was reported that a child in area 8 was seen pulling a tree down, the tree has been removed to one side. MG to investigate and speak to parents. It was noted that damage will have to be paid for.

(b) MG reported that the front curved wall and the wall to the side of 270 had been cleaned. The front wall will be decorated in a nutural grey colour once the weather allowed. MG reported that the 'number signs' to some of the areas had been cleaned. WM stated that he had painted the numbers and direction arrows but was having problems with the the paint he used. This is to be completed with an indelible marker. 

(c) MG has written to Arlum Ltd thanking them for arranging the road and gully cleaning.

(d) MG had received a no reply from Galway C.C. regarding the dog fouling signs. It was agreed that we purchase the Rennicks signs referred to in the last minutes.

(e) MG had sent a letter to thank Barna Waste for making good the damage to the green in area 6.

(f)  MG had spoken to P. FitzMorris of Arlum Ltd regarding the letters sent to them in the last two months. He comfimed that all these items were in hand and that a decision has yet to be made.

(g) Removal of posts to trees in area 8. Has been completed. Thanks to SM and JF for this.

(h) Thanks to RO'C who had placed the tree protectors to certain trees throughout the estate. 

(i) 21 trees need to be removed, these being trees that have died or are not growing well since they were planted. Also ROC reported that certain trees need support with posts taken from area 8. Notably trees in areas 1 and 6.

(j) JF and MG had spokent to the resident in area 3 regarding the large satellite dish. The resident has agreed to move it. It should be noted by all residents that dishes should not exceed 1 meter in diameter and should be located behind the front wall of the house and there should only be one dish per dwelling. Dishes should be located in back gardens or on chimney stacks. MG to write to sky and UPC on the matter.

(k) MG has sent a further letter to Galway County Council chasing the enquiry relating to the traffic calming measure. We are still awaiting a reply.
7. MAINTENANCE OF COMMUNAL AREAS.

(a) MG and ROC had met with Emmet Murphy to revamp the existing shrubbery beds. EM siad he would provide the shrubs at a low cost for residents to plant. Also, the shrubberies should be fed once or twice a year. Also, a new shrubbery/rockery is proposed for area 3, EM to provide a cost for this. It was hoped that the cost would be ready for this meeting however, he is still awaiting labour costs relating to the project. This will involve removing all the soil to a depth of 600mm or more and replacing with better quality top soil.

(b) MG and ROC had met with Garret Fox regarding the tree protectors see item 6 (h) above. Also, it was suggested that the trees would benefit greatly from being fed twice a year. This could be achieved by spreading a potato based manure round each tree twice a year and would be economical.

(c) There is much work still to be carried out on the estate. Including the making good of the grass verges in certain areas, the removal of dead and poor quality trees and providing posts to unstable trees. All as detailed in the survey referred to in the last minutes. It was suggested and agreed that the verges should be done in September.

(d) Trees required to certain verges that have been missing for some time was discussed. It was suggested that we organise a cost for supplying and planting these trees and put it to Arlum Ltd. If they agree then PFRA would pay for these trees and then be reimbursed. MG to write letter to Arlum with this proposal as this item has become very urgent.

(e) The scheme to improve the entrance of the park has been sent to Galway County Council. We are awaiting a reply.

8. NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH SCHEME.

(a) Text alert forms were shown to the meeting. Forms still to be filled in and sent off with fee as agreed at the AGM. MG to JJB if he will fill out the form on behlf of the residents.

9. JJ RATGIHAN AND GALWAY COUNTY COUNCIL.

(c) MG reported that  he was still awaiting a responce from Arlum Ltd regarding the 'Taking in Charge' of the estate.
10. ANY OTHER BUSINESS.

(a) R O C suggested that the social should be held on Saturday the 21st on the weekend mentioned in the last minutes. Some dicussion took place however, a general lack of interest and support was shown by the organising team. MG suggested that the event takes place every two years. MG agreed to ask for members to volunteer and get back to R O C within a few days. As the event will have to be organised starting next week. After the meeting R O C proposed that the event be cancelled this year as it would be difficult to organise with no volunteers. 
SOME USEFUL NUMBERS.

1/ ElectricSkyline for street lighting replacement lowcall 1890 328587 or text 087 1955076 or Email : faults@electricskyline.ie

2/ Palace Fields Residents Association website. www.palacefields.com

3/ An Garda Siochana Tuam 093 70841. Neighbourhood Watch Scheme Liaison Officer - Frank Breslin.

4/ Dog warden name and number Christy Corcoran 087-2224192.

5/ Fascias and gutters damaged  Mid West Gutters contact 093- 45434 or 086-8407831.

6/ Draughty windows or worn seals E. O'Donnell contact 087- 250739 or Weatherglaze: contact Dave 087-6260497.



.

