PALACE FIELDS RESIDENTS ASSOCIATION
Residents Meeting No. 24. Held on 4th May 2011.
at Ard Ri House Hotel, Milltown Road, Tuam at 8pm.
1. PRESENT. (a)








William Martin No. 91.
John Connolly No. 147.

Michael Goss.No.48.
Liam Halion No. 197.


John Fleming. No.77



Karen Kennedy. No.150.



Ronan Kelly No. 144.
Deirdre McCarthy. No 12.
M. Keaney No. 190.
Donald Smith. No. 203.
Kitty O' Conner No. 3.






 


11 Persons present.







Thanks to all who attended.

(b)


Apologies from

Marian Walsh No. 5.
 Maeve Waldron No.47.
Stephen McDonnell No. 239.
Declan Costello. Neighbourhood Watch.

2.DISTRIBUTION.
(a) The previous minutes were distributed to the area representatives and these in turn were delivered to their allocated areas.

Copies of minutes were also distributed to Declan Costello (Neighbourhood Watch Liaison Officer) and Sergeant Michael Bradly of Tuam Gardi station.

3.DATE OF NEXT MEETING.

(a) Wednesday 1st June 2011 in the Ard Ri House Hotel at 8pm.

All are welcome to attend.  
4. ACCEPTANCE OF PREVIOUS MEETINGS MINUTES.
(a) MG pointed out that an error in the last meetings minutes had been written in. Item 8 (a) the house number should have been 240 and not 140 as typed, apologies for this.
5.TREASURERS REPORT.
(a) WM told the meeting that to date, a total of 4,330.00 Euro had been paid into the Associations account with the St. Jarlath's Credit Union. This account was opened in November 2009 (see minutes to meeting No.8. Item 5(a) )

(b) MG pointed that the Association's receipt books proofs being prepared by SNAP Printers in Galway should have been ready for this meeting, but unfortunately they were not.

(c) Collection of monies for the maintenance of the estate is going well. Committee members are currently actively calling at houses to collect, so please contribute as soon as possible. The committee wish to thank all those who are suppporting this scheme particularly, during these difficult times.

(d) At a special financial meeting  held on the 12th of April last to discuss the running of the raffle and the accounts. The following was the most significant items were discussed and agreed:-

1. A second account will be opened for the sole purpose of running the raffle and holding the funds.

2. For a single annual payment, the fee is 132.00 Euro. The committee respects the wishes of those residents who do not wish to be part of the raffle. In this case the annual payment will be 88.00 Euro. Those paying monthly it will be 12.00 and 8.00 respectively, or quarterly or six monthly you multiply by 3 or 6.

3.All invoices represented for payment will only be paid with the committees agreement.

4. In relation to the financial year end in respect of the raffle and residents contributions, this will be the end of April 2012.

5. A second financial meeting will be held on the 12th of this month.

(e) Any cheques for payment should be drawn in favour of Palace Fields Residents Association.

6. MATTERS ARISING.
(a) It was agreed that due to the two recent bank holiday weekends there had been a delay in collecting contributions. The raffle due to be held at tonights meeting will be held in June next. At this meeting there will be two draws of three 1st 2nd and 3rd.
(b) MG pointed out that the street light column required outside numbers 135 and 136 will be erected. This work will be carried out by Rhatigan's and Airtricity at a cost to them.The lead in time is not known.
(c) Airtricity has supplied us with a price for providing a single light column to the front of the estate. This is 920.30 Euro plus VAT. The column is 6 meters high and is fitted with an all round light fitting and cap. The column would be sited between the decorative curved walls and the block path to illuminate both areas. Subject to agreement and items being discussed and agreed with Rhatigan's, the quotation was approved by the committee. MG will check with Airtricity how the light will stand up to possible damage.
(e) The committee members were informed that to date 180 dwellings had agreed to supporting the maintenance fund with a large percentage entering into the raffle, this is 63% of the estate. These are both home occupiers and landlords. The committee will continue to gather support.
7. MAINTENANCE OF COMMUNAL AREAS.
      
(a) MG confirmed that he had received a letter from our landscaping contractor Leo Hynes dated the 30th of April last. The letter stated the works carried out to date. The letter was shown to the committee. In addition, Leo provided the committee with his insurance details. These were discussed and accepted.

(b) The committee agreed that the estate was looking well since Leo took over and that many residents had commented accordingly. 

(c) The committee were pleased with the progress to date and hoped it would continue. Particularly with the turf trimming to the kerbs and grass verges. 
8. NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH SCHEME.
(a) Declan Costello telephoned MG and spoke of the two items in the last minutes. He confirmed he would look into the matters and check the Gardi records and visit those residents concerned.

9. JJ RATGIHAN AND GALWAY COUNTY COUNCIL.

 (a) Concern was raised again over the progress of the outstanding snagging and the time it was taking to complete the 'Taking In Charge' items for the estate to be formally taken over by the Galway County Council. MG pointed out that some significant items had been carried out, but progress was slow due to the economic situation. It was pointed out however, that we had all in effect, paid for this work to be done when our houses were purchased, perhaps pressure could be brought to bear by contacting local polititions. MG said he would speak to Rhatigan's and see if a schedule and lead in time for the works could be worked out and obtained. He also pointed out that notwithstanding these works, the relationship with Rhatigans was good and that they had been generally very supportive when asked to carry out work.

(b) The committee wished to thank Francis Mulry of J.J. Rhjatigan's for organising and carrying out the cleaning of the the gutters and gullies to the roads on the estate just before Easter. The contractor was on site for two to three days and the estate looks much cleaner and better as a result.
10. ANY OTHER BUSINESS.
(a) JC pointed out that an inspection hole had been dug in the road near to number 129. The hole had not been made good and that stones had been left on the surface. Children had been seen picking these up and throwing them. MG would speak to Francis Mulry about this and make sure it was tarmaced and finished properly.
(b) JC raised the issue of the white lining to the  road junctions. Solid white lines are needed at the end of the lateral roads with the word STOP. It was pointed out that it is only a matter of time before an accident happens, as vehicals were not stopping as they enter onto the main carriageway. MG would speak to Francis Mulry about this.
(c) As  mentioned in the last minutes, the speed ramps need to be made more conspicuous with white lining. Perhaps a diagonal hatching. MG would speak to Francis Mulry about this.
(d) Members of the committee asked about the removal of the large sign and metal posts to the entrance of the estate, MG mentioned he had raised the matter and that it was in hand. He would speak to Francis Mulry about the matter.
(e) It was asked if a gas supply would be provided to the estate. MG mentioned that Bord Gais would not need permission to bring the service in as they have a general permit to do so from the Government. It may be brought in at some point in the future. MG said he would try and find out from the authorities.

SOME USEFUL NUMBERS.

1/ ESB for street lighting replacement 1850 372 772.

2/ Palace Fields Residents Association website. https://sites.google.com/site/palacefieldstuam

3/ An Garda Siochana Tuam 093 70841. Neighbourhood Watch Scheme Liaison Officer - Declan Costello.


.

